Coding Tip:

Topic: Neoplasm Coding

· All malignant neoplasm codes risk adjust (with the exception of skin and lip)

· Malignant Melanoma does risk adjust

· Be sure to code all primary, secondary, and unknown sites.
(Metastatic cancer risk factors are far greater than primary site risk factors, be sure you are coding appropriately.)

Coding example: Below is an example of capturing the "complete picture” of a cancer patient to include complications of Chemo therapy:

	ICD-9 Description
	ICD-9 Code
	RAF score

	Breast Cancer

Metastatic Colon Cancer


	174.9

197.5


	2.276

(Metastatic cancer RAF score trumps over primary cancer RAF score)

	
	
	

	Xeloda causes Neutropenia, Peripheral Neuropathy and

Pt. has infectious complication (H. Influenzae Pneum.)


	288.03, 357.6, 482.2

	.912, .327, .249

	
	
	

	Chemo completed, now on Arimidex, pt. has DVT


	453.40

	.316

	
	Total RAF:   4.08
(This is for the dx codes listed only and does not incorporate other factors such as age/gender/location)


*All bolded codes in the example above DO risk adjust*
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Ramirez, CPC at 303-256-1567
