HCC CODING TIP – 

 Reminder:  Disease Interactions

According to CMS, the overall cost for patient care is significantly high and requires more funds allocated to cover these costs. Therefore, CMS will apply an additional RAF score if certain chronic conditions are reported on the same patient. Below is a listing of the Disease Interactions that CMS recognizes:
          Interaction    Chronic Conditions
 

· INT 1

DM
· INT 2

DM/CVD
· INT 3

DM/COPD
· INT 4

COPD/CVD/CAD
· INT 5

RF/CHF*
· INT 6

RF/CHF/DM*
*The three-way interaction RF/CHF/DM is hierarchical to RF/CHF and DM/CHF
Remember that qualified data (ICD-9) codes must be reported once per year and that there must be medical records documentation to support the codes submitted. 

The rule for disease interaction is that anytime throughout the calendar year CMS sees any combination of the above codes on any one patient, they automatically apply the additional RAF score for you; it is not something that your office will need to keep track of.

If you have any coding related questions, please contact Michelle Ramirez, CPC at 303-256-1567
